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А А 2. А А А  А MISFORTUNE  

 . А 

 

2.1.     MISFORTUNE  

 

       

MISFORTUNE   . ,    

     .  , 

    MISFORTUNE   

,   misfortune.       

    .  

    MISFORTUNE  

   .     

   . ,     

  «   (   

) ,      

,      » 

[ , 1998: 380]. 

      

      

.  ,     

      , 

   .   

        

  misfortune:  

1) bad luck [Oxford Learner’s Dictionary]; 

2) an unfortunate accident, condition, or event [Oxford Learner’s Dictionary]; 

3) bad luck or an unlucky event [Cambridge Dictionary]; 

4) something harmful or unpleasant that happens to somebody [Macmillan 

Dictionary]; 
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5) an event or conjunction of events that causes an unfortunate or distressing 

result [Merriam-Webster Dictionary]; 

6) an unhappy situation [Merriam-Webster Dictionary]; 

7) a distressing or unfortunate incident or event [Merriam-Webster 

Dictionary]; 

8) mishap; mischance [Collins Dictionary]; 

9) very bad luck, or something that happens to you as a result of bad luck 

[Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English]; 

      

        

   misfortune: [bad luck], [very bad luck], [harmful], 

[unlucky], [unpleasant], [distressing], [unfortunate], [unhappy], [mishap], 

[mischance]. 

    misfortune ,  misfortune 

    (event),   (conjunction of 

events),  (incident),   (accident), 

/  (condition)   (situation).   

,  misfortune    -  (happens to somebody; 

happens to you)   ,  ,   

(distressing result). 

      

 .       

   , , ,   

  [ , 2012]. 

   Online Etymology Dictionary   XV . 

 misfortune   “unfortunate event or circumstance” 

[Online Etymology Dictionary].    XVI .     

 – “adversity or ill fortune for which the sufferer is not directly 

responsible”.   XIX .  misfortune   

 “illegitimate child” [Online Etymology Dictionary].  
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 ,      

,           

 . . ,   misfortune   

XV .,      . ,  

MISFORTUNE      .   

“A Series of Unfortunate Events”, .   ,   

 .        , 

  misfortune    XVI . 

      

MISFORTUNE     .  

       

      [ , 2004].  

«   »    . . . 

      

  ,     

, ,   ,   

  [ , 2002]. ,    

misfortune   : misfortune, to be misfortunate, misfortunate, in a 

misfortunate way ( .  2). 

 2.    misfortune 
    

misfortune to be misfortunate misfortunate in a misfortunate way 

 

   ,    

         

 ,      

    ,    

    [ , 2004]. 

   misfortune      

.       
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 misfortune       

 ,      

 :       

 to be   misfotunate,   –   

 way,   ,   

 –ly.  

        

  ,   ,    

.      ,  

        

, ,      

,      

 , . .   ,    

 .     

     ,  ,  

             

.  

      MISFORTUNE   

 ,     

 .  Corpus of Contemporary American English  

 ,    ,  misfortune – 

   ,       

   ( .  3.1) [COCA]: 

 3.1.     misfortune  
extreme  

MISFORTUNE 

grave 
great 

immense  
major 

massive 
serious 
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        , 

  ,  misfortune     

   ( .  3.2) [COCA].   

      misfortune.  

   ,    

 misfortune  .  

      ,  

  ,     ,   

 « »/« » [ , 2002].     

   ,    3.2,  

    «-»/0/«+».   

 3.2.     misfortune  
evil  

MISFORTUNE 

fearful  
grievous 

gross  
gruesome 
heinous 
hideous 
horrid 
horrific 

melodramatic 
painful 
terrible 

 
      ,  misfortune   

      ( .  3.3) [COCA]: 
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 3.3.     misfortune  
common  

MISFORTUNE 

domestic  
human  

individual 
marital  
national 
personal 
shared 

  

 “A Series of Unfortunate Events” misfortune    

 ,    ,     .  

      . Of-  a series of 

events   ,    ,   , 

  unfortunate     , 

       ,   

 MISFORTUNE. 

      ,  

   ,     

unfortunate events: 

“…led us to the place where the Baudelaire mansion burned to the ground, 

killing our parents, and beginning the series of unfortunate events that haunt us 

wherever we go.” (Snicket, 2001a)  

“We've lived through countless unfortunate events, only to find ourselves 

alone.” (Snicket, 2001c) 

“…so many of their companions had betrayed them before, just when it 

seemed they might break out of the tedious cycle of unfortunate events in which 

they found themselves trapped.” (Snicket, 2004) 

        misfortune  

    ,   ,  

MISFORTUNE   .     : 
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“…might bring him closer to unraveling the Baudelaires' list of 

misfortunes. When he stopped in front of the numbered door, however, it appeared 

that he was only adding another misfortune to this woeful list.” (Snicket, 2005) 

“The end of this unhappy chronicle is like its bad beginning, as each 

misfortune only reveals another, and another, and another, and only those with 

the stomach for this strange and bitter tale should venture any farther into the 

Baudelaire onion. I'm sorry to tell you this, but that is how the story goes.” 

(Snicket, 2006) 

 ,   misfortune    

  .    

,    ,      

MISFORTUNE     ( .  4). 

 

 4.      “A Series of Unfortunate 
Events” 

/  -  
  

unfortunate events 18 

51 
 

terrible things 16 
dreadful/villainous/unpleasant/unfortunate/
wretched/disstressing/ghastly/atrocious/ 
miserable/awful things 

10 

dreadful events 2 
tragic/unpleasant/woeful events 3 
horrible things 2 

misfortunes 9 
9  
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2.3.     “A Series of Unfortunate 

Events” 

 

    MISFORTUNE   , 

      .  “A Series of 

Unfortunate Events”  :    . 

  ,    ,  

  .    ,  “To 

My Kind Editor”,     ,   . 

,        

,      . 

“My investigation of the Baudelaire orphans' stay in this wealthy and 

woeful place is finally complete…” (Snicket, 2000c) 

    ,     , 

  ,      ,   

      .    

   investigation.  

          

      ,  

        research  write. 

“Mr. Snicket's researching skills are currently and devoutly concentrated 

on the plight of the Baudelaire orphans, published serially by HarperCollins.” 

(Snicket, 2000c) 

“His trial has been delayed, so he is free to continue researching and 

writing the tragic tales of the Baudelaire orphans for HarperCollins.” 

(Snicket, 2000b) 

       

  .      

  doing something…in order to   have done something…in order 
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to… ,      ,      

 : 

 “I am writing to you from the London branch of the Herpetological Society, 

where I am trying to find out what happened to the reptile collection of 

Dr. Montgomery following the tragic events that occurred while the Baudelaire 

orphans were in his care.” 

  “I have also managed to track down one of the few photographs of Dr. 

Lucafont, In order to help Mr. Helquist with his illustrations.” (Snicket, 1999a) 

“…where I am examining the remains of Aunt Josephine's house in order 

to completely understand everything that happened when the Baudelaire orphans 

found themselves here.” (Snicket, 1999b) 

“…where I have convinced the mayor to allow me inside the eye-shaped 

office of Dr. Orwell in order to further investigate what happened to the 

Baudelaire orphans while they were living in the area.” (Snicket, 2000a) 

         

   .     

        

 Pronoun + Noun – my description.  

“In the box you will find my description of these terrible events, entitled The 

Reptile Room…” (Snicket, 1999a) 

     .   

        of-

: 

“Instead of boarding the train, wait until it departs and climb down to the 

tracks to retrieve the complete summary of my investigation, entitled THE 

ERSATZ ELEVATOR…” (Snicket, 2000c) 

  “A Series of Unfortunate Events”,  ,   

      ,    

 .      

     .   
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    ,     ,  

     ,   , 

   ,   ,     .  

    ,      

   . 

  ,    “A Series of Unfortunate Events” 

      , 

      ,   

        , 

   ,       

         

.  

 

2.4.     “A Series of 

Unfortunate Events” 

 

“A Series of Unfortunate Events”      

  –  , ,     

 ,          

,      ,   .    

  ,    ,     

   .  

      

  .      

    ,     

    [ , 1984]. 

  ,   ,  

      ,   .  

   The Miserable Mill , The Austere Academy, The Vile 

Village, The Hostile Hospital  Carnivorous Carnival   ,  
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  Adj. + Noun.   ,    

  ,  , 

      ,      

  ,   .    

 ,    ,   

  ,        

   . 

      

,  ,  :  

“After all, the three children had just disembarked from the Fickle Ferry, 

which had driven them across Lake Lachrymose to live with their Aunt Josephine, 

and in most cases such a situation would lead to thrillingly good times.” 

(Snicket, 2000a) 

“On the arch were the words “PRUFROCK PREPARATORY SCHOOL” 

in enormous black letters…” (Snicket, 2001c) 

      

 Preposition + (Article/Demonstrative Pronoun) Noun.    

   ,      

    : 

1) in + Noun 

“…you should probably read The Littlest Elf and wriggle over the lovely 

things that happened to this imaginary creature in a made-up place, instead of 

reading this book and moaning over the terrible things that happened to the three 

Baudelaire orphans in the village where I am now typing these very words.” 
“The only new things in this town are you three children and the new Fowl 

Fountain uptown, which we'll be cleaning tomorrow.” 

“…but circumstances changed, and now their parents were dead and the 

children were living with a handyman in a town full of crows.” 
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“The Baudelaires followed Hector, their stomachs fluttering as they walked 

through the uptown district to the downtown one, where the crows were roosting 

as they had been yesterday, when the children had first arrived in V.F.D.” 

(Snicket, 2001b) 

2) out of + Noun 

“As they stepped out of Town Hall into the still night air, the Baudelaire 

orphans felt as if they would never jump for joy again.” 

“A cell is built for the specific purpose of keeping people inside, and she was 

not sure she could make an invention that could get the Baudelaires out of the 

uptown jail.” 

““O.K.,” Violet said, although she had been hoping for something a little 

more helpful from a fully grown adult. “We're trying to break out of this cell right 

now, so maybe we'll make it.”” (Snicket, 2001b) 

3) at + Noun 

“The Baudelaire children had been at the carnival, too, wearing disguises 

of their own, and had pretended to join Count Olaf in his treachery, but the villain 

had seen through their ruse…” 

“Many of the students at the school had been quite mean to the three 

siblings – particularly a very nasty girl named Carmelita Spats – but Isadora and 

Duncan had been very kind…” 

“When Sunny had engaged in a sword-and-tooth fight at Lucky Smells 

Lumbermill, for instance, she thought of how much she cared for her siblings, and 

it helped her defeat the evil Dr. Orwell.” (Snicket, 2003) 

       

   ,  here  there: 

“Here in the city, you'll be used to your surroundings, and this Count Olaf is 

the only relative who lives within the urban limits.” 

“…we cannot stay here any longer. I would rather take my chances on the 

streets than live in this terrible place.” 
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““Do you honestly think,” Mr. Poe said in an exasperated voice, “that I will 

allow you to continue to care for these three children, after the treachery I have 

seen here tonight?”” 

““You must give yourselves time to adjust to your new home. You've only 

been there a few days.” “We have been there long enough to know Count Olaf is a 

bad man,” Klaus said.” 

“Klaus felt his body go limp as the hook-handed man left the room, and he 

wanted to sit there for a moment and catch his breath.” (Snicket, 1999a) 

 ,    

    “A Series of Unfortunate Events”  

.       

    ,     

,   ,      

 .      

     .  

 13   “A Series of Unfortunate Events”  

  ,         

  ,      

   , , ,    

.    ,   

 :      

          – 

 ,      .  

 

2.5.       “A Series of 

Unfortunate Events” 

 

   ,  ,   

    .  ,    

 ,    ,    
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  . . ,      , 

   “A Series of Unfortunate Events”     

,    .  

    “A Series of Unfortunate Events” 

  ,        

–  .      : 

1)  the Baudelaire orphans     

orphans: 

“Klaus took Violet's other hand, and Sunny took Klaus's other hand, and in 

that manner the three Baudelaire children-the Baudelaire orphans, now-were led 

away from the beach and from their previous lives.” 

“As I'm sure you know, to be in one's own room, in one's own bed, can often 

make a bleak situation a little better, but the beds of the Baudelaire orphans had 

been reduced to charred rubble.” 

““I'm just disciplining these orphans,” Count Olaf said. “I asked them to 

make dinner, and all they have made is some disgusting sauce.”” 

“The theater troupe was talking and cackling, drinking again and again 

from their wine cups and paying no attention to the Baudelaire orphans as they 

circled the table serving everyone dinner.” 

“She was staring at his feet, and could see the tattooed eye that had been 

watching the Baudelaire orphans since their troubles had begun.” 

(Snicket, 1999a) 
“Mr. Poe couldn't think of anything else to say that might have comforted 

the Baudelaire orphans, but I wish now that I had the power to go back in time 

and speak to these three sobbing children.” (Snicket, 2000a) 

“But the lumbering creature had no concern for the wishes of the 

Baudelaire orphans.” (Snicket, 2000a) 

2)    The Baudelaires: 

“And Sunny bit Pretty Penny's head over and over, but no matter how long 

she bit it she couldn't think of anything to ease the Baudelaires' worries.” 
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 “If I could, I could tell the Baudelaires that like earthquakes and puppet 

shows, their tears were occurring not only without warning but without good 

reason.” 

“He knew Captain Sham would come and retrieve the Baudelaires as soon 

as he could, so he had to get right to work.”  (Snicket, 2000a) 

3)  siblings,       

 : 

“…what would happen to her and what was happening to her older siblings, 

as she heard their screams getting fainter and fainter as the car drove farther and 

farther away.” 

“Many of the students at the school had been quite mean to the three 

siblings – particularly a very nasty girl named Carmelita Spats – but Isadora and 

Duncan had been very kind…” 

“Carmelita had taken an instant dislike to the three siblings, calling them 

unpleasant names and generally making life miserable at the academy.” 

‘…this reminded Sunny of all the sinister secrets that surrounded the three 

siblings, and how far they were from understanding the web of mystery in which 

they found themselves.”  

“The Baudelaires' dignity was taken from them, on the occasions when the 

siblings were forced to wear absurd disguises…” (Snicket, 2003) 

4)  them: 

“And they knew there were people in the world who would not help them – 

villainous people, and their number seemed to be growing as their treachery and 

wickedness trickled all over the earth, like a dreadful water cycle of woe and 

despair.” 

“They had moved away from a village intent on burning them at the stake, 

and they had moved into a hospital that had burst into flames around them.” 

“If you were to read what happened to them in the moments that followed, 

you would find yourself unable to sleep as you wept into your pillow and pictured 
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the children all alone in that grim grotto, drifting slowly to the end of the 

cavern...” 

“The mushrooms only ventured halfway up the slope of sand, so it seemed 

that the poisonous fungus was not going to engulf them – not yet, anyway.” 

(Snicket, 2004) 

  ,  ,    

,   ,   ,   

,       

 ,   , -     

.  

          

,      .    

   –    ,   

   ,    .  

“Instead of toys, books, or other things to amuse the youngsters, Count Olaf 

had provided a small pile of rocks.” 

“With their kind parents dead and Count Olaf treating them so abominably, 

the three children were not used to kindness from adults, and weren't sure if they 

were expected to do anything back.” 

“Count Olaf looked down at Klaus and smiled a terrible, toothy grin, 

raising the wailing Sunny up even higher in the air.” (Snicket, 1999a) 

        

        . 

           

 :  

“It would not describe somebody who provides one bed for three people to 

sleep in, forces them to do horrible chores, and strikes them across the face.” 

(Snicket, 1999a) 
       ,    

  .       
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    ,    

  somebody. 

    ,  

 ,    –  

   ,    

     . 

“Don't even think of eating around here, you cakesniffers!” Carmelita Spats 

cried, and several of her rude, filthy, violent friends nodded in agreement. 

“Nobody wants to have lunch with people who live in the Orphans Shack!” 

“Carmelita Spats sat right behind Violet, and every few minutes she would 

lean forward and poke Violet with a stick she had found on the lawn. “Orphan,” 

she would whisper and poke Violet with the stick…” (Snicket, 2000c) 

   ,       

 ,      she.  

        

  people,     

 :  ;   

these,   ,      ; 

 ; ,  ,  

  . 

““We can try a little peer pressure of our own,” Violet said firmly. “We've 

defeated worse people than Ishmael with far fewer materials.”” (Snicket, 2006) 

“Baudelaires, climb aboard. Let's leave these terrible people behind us.” 

(Snicket, 2001b) 

““She is not!” Klaus said, and brushed Violet's hair out of her eyes so that 

everyone could see she was not Laura V. Bleediotie. “These terrible people 

disguised her as a patient, so they could cut her head off!”” (Snicket, 2001c) 

“They were thirsty, lost, and exhausted, which are three good reasons to end 

a long walk, but they were also frightened, desperate, and not far from people who 

wanted to hurt them, which are three good reasons to continue.” (Snicket, 2001c) 
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“The seven or eight people laughed, and shouted cruel names, and made 

terrible and tasteless jokes, and one woman even threw her cold beverage…” 

(Snicket, 2002) 

 ,   “A Series of Unfortunate Events”  

   .      

    ,     ,  

,     .     

   them.    

 , -      

.        

,    ,       

    people,     

      .      

   ,   13  ,  

 ,        

     :       

 ,    , ,    

 them;        

,    ,       

    people    

 . 
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. ,     “A Series 

of Unfortunate Events”   ,      .  

  ,     ,   

    ,    ,  

   ,     

: 

 “Needless to say, Sunny was very frightened and began crying immediately, 

too scared to even try to bite the hand that held her.” 

“The moonlight shone through the window, and if anyone had looked into 

the Baudelaire orphans' bedroom, they would have seen three children crying 

quietly all night long.” 

“Klaus began to sob, not so much from the pain but from rage at the terrible 

situation they were in. Violet and Sunny cried with him, and they continued 

weeping as they washed the dishes…” 

“Only Violet didn't cry, but merely trembled with fear and revulsion…” 

(Snicket, 1999a)  

     ,   

         

to weep, to sob  to cry.      

      , 

   ,  pain, rage, fear, revulsion. 

      -   

 .    -   

“A Series of Unfortunate Events”   so,    

    ,    

   : 

““Maybe Count Olaf is trying to prove that we're insane, so he'd get the 

money,” Violet said.””  (Snicket, 1999a) 
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 “He was in charge of overseeing the orphans' affairs, so it was he who 

decided that the children would be placed in the care of a distant relative in the 

country after all the unpleasantness with Count Olaf”. (Snicket, 1999b) 

“Stephano kept the children under his constant surveillance, a phrase which 

here means “kept watching them so they couldn't possibly talk to Uncle Monty 

alone and reveal that he was really Count Olaf,”” (Snicket, 1999b) 

        

    result: 

“…and these circumstances are unlikely to result in any sleeping at all”. 

(Snicket, 2002) 

“As a result, the Baudelaire balancing act was a wobbly one.” 

(Snicket, 2001b) 

“Sadly, as part of their disguise it had been necessary to assist Count Olaf 

in burning down the carnival, and now they could see the fruits of their labors, a 

phrase which here means “the results of the terrible thing they did, even though 

they did not mean to do it at all.”” (Snicket, 2004) 

       - ,  

 .    -  therefore: 

““You're right,” she said finally, to Count Olaf, “this marriage, 

unfortunately, is completely legal. Violet said “I do,” and signed her name here on 

this paper. Count Olaf, you are Violet's husband, and therefore in complete 

control of her estate.”” (Snicket, 1999a) 

““Look, I'm the vice principal,” the vice principal said. “I say the 

Baudelaires were cheating, and therefore – hooray! – I can expel them.””  

(Snicket, 2000c) 

          

 .     ,  

     ,     

     : 



68 
 

1) accident     - ,  

terrible, ghastly, violent  : 

““I am Dr. Lucafont,” the tall man said, pointing to himself with a big, solid 

hand. “I received a call that there's been a terrible accident involving a snake.”” 

(Snicket, 1999b) 

“Such was the case at this moment, for when Dr. Orwell stepped backward, 

she stepped into the path of the whirring saw, and there was a very ghastly 

accident indeed.” (Snicket, 2000b) 

“The Baudelaires had learned the worst thing that could happen at a 

lumbermill, which was being forced to cause a violent accident through the 

sinister power of hypnotism.” (Snicket, 2005) 

2) trouble,      to be in trouble: 

“They were so relieved that something had finally gone right that they 

laughed as if they were at the circus instead of in the middle of a lake, in the 

middle of a hurricane, in the middle of trouble.” (Snicket, 2000a) 

“The trouble had begun so quickly that Violet had only a few scribblings on 

one of the sheets…” (Snicket, 1999b) 

“Klaus was clearly in trouble, and Violet could not shake the feeling that it 

was her responsibility to get him out of it.” (Snicket, 2000b) 

3) misery: 

“…but the tables of the Baudelaires' lives seemed stuck, with the children 

always in a position of misery and sorrow while wickedness seemed to triumph all 

around them.” (Snicket, 2004) 

“Even though Count Olaf was of course the cause of all this misery, Violet 

felt as if she had broken her promise to her parents, and vowed to make it right.” 

(Snicket, 1999a) 

“It wasn't fair that they moved from relative to relative, with terrible things 

happening at each of their new homes, as if the Baudelaires were riding on some 

horrible bus that stopped only at stations of unfairness and misery.” 

(Snicket, 2000a) 
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4) disaster      utter: 

“His two main duties were finding the orphans a good home and protecting 

the enormous fortune that the children's parents had left behind, and so far each 

home had been a catastrophe, a word which here means “an utter disaster 

involving tragedy, deception, and Count Olaf.”” (Snicket, 2000b) 

 ,     

  ,       

 ,   ,      . 

     (to weep, to sob  to cry)  

  (pain, rage, fear, revulsion  .),  

 ;  - ,    

    so;   ,    

     ,     

 ,       .   13 

           

.  
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  “A Series of Unfortunate Events”    

,    .  

       

  « »/« ». . .     

  ( .  4).     

     ,   ,   

       

 ,        

  : terrible (345), difficult (221), dreadful (111), 

bad (96), wicked (93), evil (86), treacherous (81), sinister (76), villainous (74), 

dangerous (72), miserable (63), unpleasant (61), horrible (59), unfortunate (59), 

nasty (55), filthy (53), desperate (44), confusing (40), cruel (40), rude (36), 

awful (27), violent (25), frightening (24), tedious (21), terrifying (20), ghastly (19), 

gloomy (19), uncomfortable (18), vicious (18), frantic (17), notorious (15), 

woeful (13), unfair (12), disgusting (10), atrocious (7), dastardly (7), 

distressing (6), desolate (5), tragic (4), troubling (3), bleak (2), dismaying (2), 

mean-spirited (2), dire (1), pathetic (1), shady (1).  

   ,       

  ,        

    .  ,   

        

 ,     « »/« »  

,     ,     .  “A Series 

of Unfortunate Events”        

.      

 ,    ,   

  ,    .     

    MISFORTUNE. 
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  А  2 

 

      misfortune  , 
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 .    ,  misfortune 

   ,  , ,  
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 misfortune   ,   ,  

misfortune –      ,  

     .   

     misfortune  

   .     

         

    ,    “A Series of 
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