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ABSTRACT 

 
The master thesis “Carbon sequestration by urban turfgrass areas” contains 

78 pages, 134 references, 22 figures and 8 tables. 
Key words: CARBON DIOXIDE, ORGANIC CARBON, NITROGEN, 

CO2 EMISSION, URBANIZATION, URBAN SOILS, URBAN LAWNs, 
TURFGRASS, CLIMATE CHANGE.  

The object of the research is the urban soils of residential and recreation 
zones in Krasnoyarsk. 

The aim of the research is to identify patterns of spatial and temporal 
dynamics of carbon dioxide emissions and organic carbon content of urban soils of 
residential and recreation zones in Krasnoyarsk. 

The outputs of the research are: 
1. The urban soils have high sand (78-95%) content and have a wide bulk 

density range (from 0.9 to 1.4 g/cm³). Soil pH values vary from 6.9 to 7.8 and 
estimate as slightly alkaline. Soil organic carbon is in the range of values 1.34–
5.7%, humus has predominantly humate-fulvate type, the C: N ratio varies from 
4.18 to 13.6. 

2. The land use change from pine forest to lawns has affected soil pH. 
During the last 30 years of the conversion, soil pH has altered from 6–7 to 7–8 
units. Soil organic carbon content has decreased to 2.97±0.3 kg/m² with annual soil 
carbon emission 0,76±0,05 kg C/m² yr. 

3. Soil organic carbon content alters spatially even for one particular 
turfgrass that occurs because of the replacement of the soil surface layer. Urban 
soils in the residential area content 30% more SOC, than in the recreation area – 
4.12 ± 1.3 kg / m² and 5.5 ± 1.5 kg / m², respectively. The urban soils located in the 
city center have a higher level of anthropogenic impact and have higher values of 
organic carbon content due to the slowing down of biochemical processes in the 
soil and a decrease in the intensity of mineralization. 

4. The time passed since the update of the soil is a determining factor in the 
intensity of soil respiration. Probably, urban soils formed less than 10 years ago, 
emit carbon until they get into equilibrium (in 15-40 years), which corresponds to 
the steppe and forest-steppe climatic zone of the Krasnoyarsk. 



5. Soil organic carbon content and soil respiration had shown a dependence 
on location in the residential or recreation areas. Urban turfgrasses where soils 
surface layer replacement and fertilization had taken a place are carbon source. 



 


