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Author investigates market trends in Russian common education in the contest of functioning of
profession of rural teacher. He chose neo-Weberian approach in sociology of professions focused
on the conflict and the negative aspects of the relationship between the state, the market, professions
and citizens. He used biographical method as a kind of ethnographic approach to the case study in
two different districts of Saratov region. Author conducted narrative interview with the principal and
opened interviews using the methodology of free association with the students of the school (N=20)
in the village Prokudino of Atkarsk district in November 2012. Author conducted narrative interviews
with teacher and principal; opened interviews with schoolchildren (N=8) of school number 10 in the
village of Kamensky in Krasnoarmeisk district in September 2012.

Author described two market trends in the context of theory of Bourdieu's capital. He showed the
different effects on the functioning of the profession of Russian rural teachers. The optimization of
schools led to the conversion of the cultural capital of teachers and social capital of pupils into the
economic capital. The economic capital as a way to overcome the financial barrier and social capital
of young professional environment converted in the cultural capital needed for the labor market
demanded specialist in the rural school.
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The optimization of the school network is
the market trend of Russia and several transition
countries, such as Armenia, Bulgaria, Estonia,
Hungary, Latvia, Romania and Ukraine (Coupe
2011). This very situation is characterized by
a multitude of very small schools and very
small classes. Many governments try to reduce
costs and would like to merge small schools as
the cost of one big school with many students
is typically smaller than the cost of having
a network of many small schools with few

students in each. The place of their residence
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is the zone of territorial availability for 92 % of
Russianschoolchildren (Konstantinovsky2008).
Children tend to learn where they live. Russian
parents and teachers took the real actions in
response to the threat of closure of schools
in different regions of the country: Moscow,
(Chilikova

2010). Declining quality of education in some

Ulyanovsk, Transbaikalia etc.
rural schools is due to the fact that the teaching
staff in them is not staffed. Russian Ministry
of Education held a competition for graduates

in 2010 to fix this problem. 8 winners in the
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Saratov region received grants in the amount of
500,000 rubles.

Basic theoretical and methodological
orientations of sociology of professions include
functionalist, critical and neo-Weberian
approaches (Romanov 2009). Some sociologists
carry out searching for the ideal model of the
profession in the context of the paradigm of
structural functionalism. Others examine the
inequalities in the mosaic of professions and
occupations, the positions and specializations
within the critical approach. The conflict and
the negative aspects of the relationship between
the state, the market, professions and citizens
are in the focus the neo-Weberianism. Began to
study the profession of rural teachers in general
education we chose neo-Weberian approach.
kind of

ethnographic approach to the case study has

Biographical method as a
become a tool of our study (Romanov 2008).
Trying to understand how optimization of the
school network affected on the functioning of
the profession of rural teachers, we identified
the adoption of children from orphanages by the
staff of the rural schools. Such manifestations
of activity took place in Chuvashia, Penza and
Saratov regions (Kuzin 2012, Kulikov 2009).
We focused on the study the experience of the
teachers of the village Prokudino of Atkarsk
district in Saratov region. We conducted narrative
interview with the principal Svetlana Zonova
and opened interviews using the methodology of
free association with the students of the school
(N=20) in November 2012. Studying the results
of the financial support for rural teachers, we
turned to the analysis of personal experience of
Elena Samarina. She is the winner of the special
contest of Russian Ministry of Education. She
graduated from the Pedagogical Institute of
Saratov State University in 2010 and began to
work as a teacher of the secondary school number

10 in the village Kamensky (Krasnoarmeisk

district, Saratov region). In September 2012 we
studied the characteristics of participation in the
contest during the narrative interview with Elena
Samarina and principal of school Valentina Soina.
We used opened interviews with schoolchildren
(N=8) to analyze the interaction of teacher and
kids.

Pedagogical Poem of Prokudino

Village Prokudino is located about 30 km
from the district center, the city of Atkarsk.
Regular buses to the village for a long time do not
go, though Prokudino is a pretty big and strong
village. Local school is new, spacious and well-
kept grounds. Local media and federal channels
informed about the teachers who have taken in
orphans. The response of teachers to the content
of publications and reports was a hurt: «Why not
Justwrite about us and did not speak. They said we
took the kids for money. They decided it was the
step of desperation to save work. They discussed
all the details from the past of kids, although we
shared the secrets. Imagine what it was like to
read to our children... We would save not only
themselves, but the whole village. Village with no
school is doomed» (Svetlana Zonova, principal).

Teachers took the decision to foster children
10 years ago. Svetlana Zonova had three of their
children and one adopted daughter. Some of
her colleagues were involved in the program of
family educational groups of local orphanage
«Dobrota». Orphans temporarily staged in the
family of teachers in this program. Seven teachers
and three school officials took the children from
the orphanage. 30 former orphans were enrolled
in the school for all the years of work with foster
children. Orphanage «Dobrota» has ceased
to exist as unnecessary due to teachers from
Prokudino.

Turning to the study of the structure of
everyday thinking of children, we proceeded from

the fact that the world appears to the individual in
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his own experience and interpretation. We used
the association experiment tounderstand the mood
of children. We conducted a study anonymously
so as not to highlight orphans among guys. We
asked children to compare their current internal
state to the season. Children spoke positively in
their associations. They talked about the spring,
because «my heart warm, fun. I am surrounded
by people who love me. It's heyday, energy,
power, prosperity». They compared themselves
to the summer, when the «beautiful, interesting
life. Every day in the summer is a holiday». We
identified one case of negative associations, when
the soul of a child is autumn: «Journalists come
to the school and ask the question, how do you in
the family. Or even worse, shoot us and shown on
TV that we foster children».

We used the theory of capital Bourdieu to
interpret the data (Bourdieu 2002). Accumulation
of cultural capital in incorporated state manifested
in the form of improving teachers’ personalities.
They let orphans in the world of their families.
the difficulties
adaptation. They took responsibility for the lives

They overcame of mutual
of orphans. The school as a cultural symbol in
objected state of the village has been preserved.
Prime Minister of the Russian Federation Dmitry
Medvedev have visited the school in the village
of Engels district of Saratov region and noted:
«School is modern, good. There is a school — there
is a village. Therefore, educational institutions
must be preserved; their optimization can lead
to mindless mechanical reduction of the so-
called small schools» (Gorevaia 2012). He made
this conclusion after 10 years of the application
of optimization in the educational policy of the
state. Children were in families. They were able
to accumulate social capital by forming a network
of connections required for material and symbolic
profits. Cultural capital of teachers and social
capital of pupils were converted into economic

capital. Professional employment of teachers has

been saved. They prevented the negative effects
of reducing the number of students at the school.
School could lose the status of a secondary.
Teachers would have lost work because of job

cuts.

The winner of the contest

in the village of Kamensky

Kamensky village is located in the southern
part of the Saratov region, bordering with the
Volgograd region. It has existed since 1765, was
founded by German colonists and until 1943
known as Grimm. The village preserved German
artifacts: primary school, a shop with a warehouse
complex, residential stone houses with typical
northern German attributes facade. We found
that Elena Samarina learned from the director of
the school in the village of Kamensky on existing
vacancy of teacher of German language and
ability to obtain a grant. She decided to participate
in the contest.

Young teacher in the countryside, begins its
new stage of life “from scratch”, has a serious
financial problem. Their salary is less than 8, 000
rubles a month (including allowances for working
in rural areas), and the value of the house about 1
million rubles. Elena Samarina received 500, 000
rubles as the winner of contest. This money is not
enough to buy a house in the village. Moreover,
she could not use them immediately. She could do
it only after a year of work in the school and the
positive evaluation of the grant project. She had
parents in the village of Kamensky. She could
live in the family home. Without parental home,
she would not take part in contest.

We have studied the process of joining
Elena Samarina in the teaching profession. We
have systematized answers of pupils. We asked
them to continue the two phrases. Firstly, «Elena
Alexandrovna is a teacher who taught me...».
Secondly, «She is the person with whom I take

the example in the ...». We revealed knowledge
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and skills, developed with the participation of
Elena, which go beyond the study of the German
language. She contributes to the socialization of
pupils, teaching them «to respect for othersy,
«to talk to older people, especially teachersy,
«to listen to what they say, which give advice.
She teaches them responsibility: «If you take the
job, then finish it to the end». She develops their
self-control: «Thanks to her in our sometimes
«furious» class appeared necessary discipline».
She teaches them how to behave: «I want to walk
like her, she walks beautifully».

We have applied the theory of Bourdieu's
capital for the interpretation of the data. We
concluded that the rural school teacher acquired
cultural capital in the institutionalized state,
having the opportunity to work in a specialty and
professional recognition. Economic capital in the
form of a grant state support and social capital
contributed to this result. After graduation she

returned to her old school, but as a colleague of

his former teachers. She began her professional
activities in the team, who knew her and
appreciated all the previous years. The school has
gained highly skilled with the financial support
of the government of the Russia.

Two market trends in the context of their
analysis using the theory of Bourdieu’s capital
have different effects on the functioning of
the profession of Russian rural teachers. The
optimization of schools led to the conversion of
the cultural capital of teachers and social capital of
pupils into the economic capital. Financial support
for young rural teachers through the organization
of professional contest was not widely supported
by university graduates for a number of reasons
identified earlier (Leliukhin 2012). The economic
capital as a way to overcome the financial
barrier and social capital of young professional
environment converted in the cultural capital
needed for the labor market demanded specialist

in the rural school.
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PaGora cesabckoro yyuress B Poccun:

TeH/ICHIIMH HA PbIHKe 00111ero 00pa3oBaHus

C.B. Jleaoxun

Tlosondwcckuti uncmumym ynpagienus
um. ITA. Cmonvinuna

Poccus 410031, Capamosckas obnracme,
Capamos, yn. CobopHas, 23/25

B Oannoti cmamve asmop ananuzupyem menOeHyuu HA pbiHKe POCCUUCKO20 00weco0 00pa3o8anus
68 KoHmekcme pabomel cenbckoeo yuumens. s aumanuza 0wl @ulopan HeoeebepuancKuil
nooxo0 8 coyuonozuu npogeccutl GoKYCUpyIOWUCcs HA KOHGIUKmMe U He2amueHvlX aAcneKmax
83AUMOOMHOWEHUL MENCOY 20CYOAPCMBOM, PLIHKOM, Npodeccuonaramu u zpaxcoanamu. B kavecmse
amHozpaghuyecko2o no0xX00a aemop UCNONbL308aL buoepagduueckuti Memoo O U3YUeHUs CUmyayuil
6 08yx pasnuuynvlx pationax Capamogckou obnracmu. Aemopom Oviiu npogedeHvl UHOUBUOYATbHBIE
UHMEPBLIO C OUPEKMOPAMU WKOIL, A MAKICE OMKPbIMblE UHIMEPBBIO C UCTIONb308AHUEM MEMOO0N02UU
€c680000HO1U accoyuayuu ¢ yuyenuxamu wxoavl (N=20) 6 depesrne [Ipokyouno Amxapckozo patioua 6
nosabpe 2012 2. Takawce bvLiu npogedeHbl UHOUBUOYATbHbIE UHMEPSBIO C YYUMENAMU U OUPEKMOPOM, U
omKpuvimvle UHmMep8wvio ¢ yuenuxamu wxonvl (N=8) ¢ nocénxe Kamenckom Kpacnoapmeiickoeo paiiona
Capamosckoti oonacmu 6 cenmadpe 2012 2ooa.

Asmopom onucwvlgaromes 08a MeHOeHYUU HA PblHKe 00weco 00pa306anus 6 KOHmMeKcme meopuu
kanumanos bypové. On noxasvieaem, kak npogheccus pocculickozo cenbcKozo yuumerns no08epeaemcs
BAUAHUIO PATULHBIX ACNEeKMOo8. Onmumusayus WKOIbHO20 00pa308aHuUsl Npusend K KOHBepCuu
KYAbMYPHO20 KANUMaia yuumenel u COyuaibHo20 Kanumand WKOJIbHUKOS 8 IKOHOMUUECKUTI KANUMAJl.
Cneyuanucmam 6 cenbCkoll wKojie mpebyemcs IKOHOMUUECKUl Kanumai Kak cnocob npeoooneHus
@unancogozo 6apvepa u COYyUAnbHLIL KANUMAL MOIOObIX NPOPeCccuoHanos, KOHEEpmMupyemblil 8
KoMy pHbI KANUMAJ, Heo0xooumble 0Jisl pbIHKA mpyod.

Kniouegvle cnosa: cenvckuil yyumens, bypové, kanuman, coyuonozus npogeccuil.




