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DO MUSLIME HOLIDAYSHAVE TO BE OFFICIALLY LEGALIZED IN GERMAN?
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About 4 million Muslims live in Germany, at least Internet-sites we can see this figure. But
really from 10 to 11 million Muslims live in Germgan“Does Islam belong to Germany?” — this is
one of the most important questions, in which tieigtian and Islamic inhabitants of Germany are
interested. If the answer stands, "yes", does fttthen around the right of the Muslims on
professional exemption on her religious holidays?

In my country live more than 8 million Muslims whHatms 6% in the population. The number
of the Muslims in Germany forms 4.5 — 5.2% in tlopylation. From them are from one million to
1.8 millions German citizens. A part of them is werted to Islam. If is the speech of German
citizens, one should think of the tolerance. Theigtilans have theirs legalized religious holidays
whether then should the legalized Islamic holidpys in force and could Muslims be released on
these days professionally?

Islam is amonotheisticandAbrahamic religiorarticulated by th€ur'an abook considered by
its adherents to be theerbatimword of God (Arabic — Allah) and by the teachings and normative
example oMuhammad considered by them to be the lasbphet of GodAn adherent of Islam is
called aMuslim. Muslims believe that God is one and incomparablg the purpose of existence is
to worship God.

Islam is a monotheistische religion which was dedan the early 7th century in Arabia by the
prophet Mohammed. With 1.57 milliard followers st after the Christianity (approx. 2.26 milliard
followers) today the second largest world religitm.Germany Islam is marked on account of the
population development mainly in Turkish. In 2008at 63% of the Muslims living in Germany
had a Turkish migration background what is dueht® recruitment of working migrants, called at
that time foreign worker, from Turkey in the 60slaf0s.

Since 2006 Muslims and non-Muslims aim in the Gernslam conference at reaching a
religious-political and society-political integrati of the Muslim population in Germany. Islam,
after the explanations of his followers, pursuesdhm to form the virtuous personality, the healthy
family and the harmonious society.

The Islamic and Christian holidays differ.

Islamic holidays hang together primarily with thie lof the Islamic prophet Mohammed and
particular importance of the Koran.

There are two official holidays in Islar&id Al-Fitr andEid Al-Adha Eid Al-Fitr is celebrated
at the end ofRamadan(a month of fasting), and Muslims usually gigekat (charity) on the
occasion. Eid Al-Adha is celebrated on the 10th afa@hu al-Hijjahand lasts for four days, during
which Muslims usually sacrifice an animal and dlstte its meat among family, friends, and the
poor.

Both holidays occur on dates in tlséamic (Hijri) calendarwhich is lunar, and thus their dates
in the Gregorian calendakvhich is solar, change each year. The Gregodandar is based on the
orbital periodof the Earth's revolution around the Sun, apprexély 365/ days, while the Islamic
calendar is based on tsgnodic periodof the Moon's revolution around the Earth, apprately
29Y% days. The Islamic calendar alternates months o&r2® 30 days (which begin with the new
moon). Twelve of these months constitute an Islag@ar, which is 11 days shorter than the
Gregorian year.

Ramadan is the month in which Muslims must fast from datensunset. This is meant to
feel how the poor people are without food or walieaddition, Muslims fast by denying themselves
both food and drink. This, they believe in turnoals for the nourishment of the soul. In addition,




there are culture-specific beliefs regarding thecthvag of television, listening to music, and the
perusal of any secular vice that does not in soayeemhance spirituality.

Friday is for Muslims a similarly important weekdi#e Sunday for Christians and the
Sabbath for Jews. Indeed, Friday is not valid ianfsc countries as a holiday, only in Saudi Arabia
the shops remain closed half a day. The weekdakayis known in Islam also as "Yaum al-
Dschuma" what means ,day of the meeting".

The Friday prayer (Satl al-Dschum) is a communal prayer which Muslimsedery Friday
early in the afternoon together. Therefore, thg@bignosques in which this prayer takes place are
called also Friday mosques. For men the commorepiaybliging on Friday, it is worth for
women as welcome. The Friday prayer distinguistsesfiby the fact that before the real prayer
(Saht) a sermon (Chutba) by a preacherdi this is as a rule the imam of the mosquekisl.h

Jumu'ah ( "Friday prayer") is a congregational pragiat Muslims hold every Friday, just after
noon in the place of dhuhr. Muslims pray ordinafilye times each day according to the sun's sky
path regardless of clock time.

Eid al-Fitr ("Festival of breaking of the fast")sa called Feast of Breaking the Fast, the Sugar
Feast, Bayram (Bajram), the Sweet Festival and.élsser Eid, is an important religious holiday
celebrated by Muslims worldwide that marks the ehBamadan, the Islamic holy month of fasting
(sawm). The religious Eid is a single day and Muslare not permitted to fast on that day. The
holiday celebrates the conclusion of the 29 or &@sdf dawn-to-sunset fasting during the entire
month of Ramadan. The day of Eid, therefore, fatithe first day of the month of Shawwal. This is
a day when Muslims around the world show a comnuai gf unity. The date for the start of any
lunar Hijri month varies based on the observatibnesv moon by local religious authorities, so the
exact day of celebration varies by locality. Howewe most countries, it is generally celebrated on
the same day as Saudi Arabia.

The Eid al-Adha or Festival of the sacrifice is thghest Islamic is the second of two religious
holidays celebrated by Muslims worldwide each yaat is committed about 70 days after the
fasting break. It is celebrated in recollectiortted prophet Abraham, when to sacrifice his sonkisaa
he tried as a proof of his loyalty to Allah. Mussmacrifice like Abraham an animal (for usual a cow
or a sheep) to owe God for the rescue of the filsmail. The meat of the killed animal is
distributed in three same parts to the sacrificiadyis poor relatives and to destitute withoupess
of her religion, race or nationality. As with thetl-Adha the Muslims meet in the morning of the
first day for the ritual festival prayer. The haidlasts four days.

In Germany there are no legal Islamic holidaysead] it is regulated that Muslim
schoolchildren must not come on her holidays lhesEid al-Fitr or the Eid al-Adha to the school —
in the teacher calendars Muslim holidays are aldapwn. Besides, the chairperson the central
advice of the Muslims Aiman Mazyek demands to taeéslamic holidays officially as "German
holidays" — what should not indicate, however tkkenthis in general school-free and work-free
days. This is looked by the chairperson of the Blrknunicipality in Germany (TGD) Kenan Kolat
as desirable: on important Muslim days all childséould freely have. Nowadays the Muslim
children in Berlin, Hamburg and Baden-Baden mayhenmost important Islamic holidays the
school do not visit. The concrete demand afteeadtlone single free Islamic day, also for non-
Muslim children, bumped into criticism of sidestbé central advice of the Muslims; however, the
central advice of the Jews felt the proposal asevee and suggested in the course of that also a
Jewish work-free holiday. Already in 2004 the Greeilitician Hans-Christian Strébele in the
Bundestag stimulated a debate on a Muslim holiHayvever, there the proposal bumped into
strong refusal.

How would pass away Internet sites report, delileescentral advice of the Muslims a speech
to court in Berlin for introduction of legalizeddsnic holidays in the German. According to the
opinion from the central Presidence of the Couaed Aiman Mazyek, one would stress meet in the
fasting month Ramadan and in the time of the Istasacrificial party the tolerance in society.
However, the question of the official professioegsémption stands sharp. For example, is Wolfgang
Bosbach, CDU- inside politician, against legalifgldmic holidays. He is persuaded that Germany



isn’t Islamic country. Many Germans agree with theswy. Some from those are not against Islamic
holidays, but they are against the fact that thelivhs have vacation protecting of their Hoiday. Mr.
Bosbach and many other Germans believe, that B@rhiquite clearly on a Christian past back
white ones.

Vice versa observes Hamburg a right on professiexamnption on religious Islamic holidays.
Burgomaster Olaf Scholz has announced, Muslim hgédyet the same status, how not-legalized
Christian church holidays.

In the end emport to itself CDU-legal expert P&tiSensburg that his non-Christian citizen in
the Good Friday have party events. He also appeait the holidays which the Germans have, also
for protections.

What are positive and negative sides of officiaduction of Islamic holidays?

Every people have to report the right his religaoml as a result the people can have their
religious holidays. This is no problem if a belieliges in the native country where one is released
protecting of his religious holidays. But peopleelioften in the states, where other religion is
confessed. The religious holidays of the minoriy @ot celebrated commonly as legalized holidays
and, therefore, it comes often to the discontetwden the believers. If the Muslims were released
protecting of her religious holidays in the whofeGermany (not only in Berlin, Hamburg and
Baden-Baden) professionally, “product an importategration-political drawing” (according to the
opinion from Ayman Mazyek). This also means an eggion of the tolerance to other nations and
her traditions.

One more advantage lies in the fact that the Gesman know Islam and the culture of the
Muslims because of the process of integration higdcan also enrich the culture of Germany.

If the legalized Islamic holidays were introducaddeutschalnd, Germany had as a state an
advantage in the eyes of the Immigrante. As a tréselcrush of the work-potential in Germany
from other (in this case Muslim) could expect gtate

In addition could step in the Muslim employee fer bolleagues who wanted to keep free on
Christian holidays. In the professional life protiit@n advantage.

The introduction of the Festtsge can of the Unrbieihe Muslims help to make way. Some
Muslims have of the German citizenship and theirseemafter they have the right for her religious
holidays. If the government further ignores thesmands, it can bring to the demonstrations what
can be even dangerous for the society. But frahmeite comes a new question: if the Islamic
holidays are introduced and the interests of theliviis are noted whether this can cause an
aggression of family-German which are non-Musling?\olfgang Bosbach has said, Germany has
his own traditions which it preserves, and thenstaholidays are separated from Germany.

In addition appeared the separation of the jourrmysnshaft: if the Islamic holidays are
introduced legally, then the adherent of othemgrefis can also demand to introduce her important
religiose holidays in Germany. It is natural impbks but it can excite unnecessary unrests in
German society.

One more aspect can be problematic. Nowadays Msistiemand the introduction of her
religious holidays — what will they demand tomorfbif’ithey can't assimilate and integrate, one can
say that in this case Germany deviates from hisacheristic and does step to "multiculturalism"?

Against the fact speaks that such holidays areaorhimg fur employer. The Muslims who are
released protecting of her holidays bring no prtifé employer during these days. Then he should
find the workers who could represent Islamic empbsy This is a unnecessary difficulty. In addition
the schoolchildren will lose the school days wisdtad for curriculum.

Why don't legalized Islamic holidays become officiatroduction in the whole Germany?
Nevertheless, Islam finds no native country in pearo

For example, it will demonstrate in France accaydim the law, now in the state institutions
and the schools forbade to carry any signs, theenrétigious affiliation, — the big crosses,
yashmak, turban. The similar legislation act wds® daken over in Germany and Belgium. But
maybe is this not quite tolerant?..



The spring Bertelsmann-endowment shows that Islategrates itself in the western world
hard. In Spain 65% of the interviewees are agdstain. Perhaps it is not miraculous, because the
country was taken century-long by the Muslims. lert@any and in France are identity results —
approx. 55% of the Germans and French believelsfain can not adapt in Europe. It also strike
that in Turkei 24% hold Islam fur an inappropriegégion fur western world.

The survey makes clear the statement that Islastillis foreign religion fur Europe and it him
still do not accept is able.

Besides, said, it rules identity opinions also usBa: Islam fits neither Europe, nor Russia.

How do the Russians behave Islam From the survey which
became in Russia in 2012 was it
has turned out follower:

I 53% of Russians are against
negatively
O Indifferently Islam. Perhaps people have fear
W hdifficult to answer of it, because they him with the
5% terror associate.

19%

The charts point clearly: if
the guestion about the
introduction of the Islamic legalized holidays hgat up in the whole of Russia, it would be hardly
realised. The Russians are less tolerant to Iglaan, for example, the Germans.

As one can see, Europe is not ready yet to be ctetheso closely with Islam as liked
.-European Muslims®. Nevertheless, the adherentifier@nt religions live beside each other and
them should live on with each other in the joypdbduct better if the people know the cultures of
each other better and understand. To the cluckiegetare already today such facility. On the 3rd of
October the share has gone to thousand mosquegythtbe whole of Germany «day of the open
doors» in which had taken part beside 100 thousédmitizens of the country from which 80% of
non-Muslims are.

In the course of the share the progressive lectumeghich the Muslim activists told the guests
of the event about the specific features of thantst culture, the respect of Islam with the
environment were organised.

The similar annual shares started in 1997 on tivgaof the highest advice of the Muslims.
The day of the open doors goes on the 3rd of Octtdaglitionally and is connected at the
anniversary of the union of Germany. The leadethidf organisation has explained: "We want to
demonstrate in such a way that 4.5 million MusliohsGermany are combined by the gangs of the
good neighborhood and the mutual recognition: we iin the uniform state and are connected from
all to my interests".

Such action the aid, in my opinion, which underdtapeople the culture of the Muslims better.
If the society yet in addition ready, in the wholeGermany Islamic holidays legally introduce, the
people do not have to get to know a facility thiure of the Muslims to the least one and as altresu
the non-Muslims become tolerant to Islam more.




