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 : The first concussion cut the rocket up the side with a giant 

can opener. The men were thrown into space like a dozen wriggling silverfish. 

They were scattered into a dark sea; and the ship, in a million pieces, went on, a 

meteor swarm seeking a lost sun. 

      .  

  ,     .  

   ,  ,    , 

 ,        (  

 ).       

  «   ».   

  ,     

, ,   ,    ,  

   —    ё  

 ,     .  

          



44  

  « »  « »,  ё    

   ,  : « ,  

», « ,   ».    

   «  »,    ё .  

        

ё   . 

 ,   ,      

 . ,  ,     

 .     ,  ,  

,    —  ,  , 

     . (  

 ) 

        , 

  ё , ,     «  

 ».      , 

   ,  ,  .  
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 . 

   : The others were silent, thinking of the destiny 

that had brought them to this, falling, falling, and nothing they could do to change 

it. Even the captain was quiet, for there was no command or plan he knew that 

could put things back together again. 

"Oh, it's a long way down. Oh, if s a long way down, a long, long, long way 

down," said a voice. "I don't want to die, I don't want to die, if s a long way down." 

"Who's that?" 
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"I don't know." 

"Stimson, I think. Stimson, is that you?" 

"It's a long, long way and I don't like it. Oh, God, I don't like it." 

"Stimson, this is Hollis. Stimson, you hear me?" 

A pause while they fell separate from one another. 

"Stimson?" 

"Yes." He replied at last. 

"Stimson, take it easy; we're all in the same fix." 

"I don't want to be here. I want to be somewhere else." 

"There's a chance we'll be found." 

"I must be, I must be," said Stimson. "I don't believe this; I don't believe any 

of this is happening." 

"It' s a bad dream," said someone. 

"Shut up!" said Hollis. 

"Come and make me," said the voice. It was Applegate. He laughed easily, 

with a similar objectivity. "Come and shut me up." 

Hollis for the first time felt the impossibility of his position. A great anger 

filled him, for he wanted more than anything at this moment to be able to do 

something to Applegate. He had wanted for many years to do something and now it 

was too late. Applegate was only a telephonic voice. Falling, falling, falling... 

 ,   ,    : 

, ,    .   ,   

    ,     ,  

  - . 

– ,    . ,   ,  , , 

  , –  -  . –   ,   

,   ... 

–  ? 

–  . 

–  , . ,  ? 



46  

–  , ,  . ,  . 

– ,  Х . ,   ? 

,   ,   . 

– . 

– . – -  . 

– ,    ,    . 

–    .  ,   . 

–    . 

–  ,   , –  . –  

, ,   , . 

–  , –  - . 

– ! –  Х . 

– , , –  .   .  

 , . – ,  ? 

 Х       .  

 ,           

   .     ,  

 ,  -     .  , , 

... (   ).   

     ,    ,  , 

,     .   ,    

 ,   ,     

. 

– ,   !   , , , –  

-  . –    ,   ,   ... 

–  ? 

–  . 

– , . , ? 

– , ,    . , ,   ! 

– ,  , Х . ,   ? 



47  

,   ,  . 

– ! 

– ? – -  . 

–  , .    . 

–    .    . 

– ,   . 

–   ,  , –  . – , 

 ,    . 

–  ,    , –  - . 

– ! –  Х . 

–      , –    .  

 .   –  ,      : – -  

  ! 

 Х   ,    .  

  ,        

.     , ,    . 

  –    . , , ... 

(   ) 

    - ,   

  « »  « »  « »  « »    

 "long way"     « »,   « » 

,    « »     

, ,  « »      

 .        

    "I don’t like it",    

     «  »,   

          , 

, ,   ,     

       

 ,     ,   



48  

      «   

». 

    "you hear me"    

   ,   ,   ё 

    «   ?»,  , 

,     ,  ,  

,       ,    

    . 

   « »  « »     

  ,     « »,  

      ,   

, , . 

« »       

      ,    

     . 

 "Take it easy"  "same fix"   

,    «    ,    

»,   ,  ,   

«  ,    »,    

   .    « » 

     ,   ,   

      , ,   

 . 

 "Is happening"        

,         .  

« »          

,   «  »,    , 

    . 

   "said",  « » ,  

,   «  ,    », 



49  

   ,   
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" ome and make me",       

«      »     

 , ,         

,  ё       –  

   ,    ё   

 .       

 ,  ,        

    "come and take me", "come and shut me 

up". 

Now, as if they had discovered the horror, two of the men began to scream. 

In a nightmare Hollis saw one of them float by, very near, screaming and 

screaming. 

  ,      ,  
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 ,   "In a nightmare",   
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 »,        

    . 

The man was almost at his fingertips, screaming insanely. He would never 
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stop. He would go on screaming for a million miles, as long as he was in radio 

range, disturbing all of them, making it impossible for them to talk to one another. 

Hollis reached out. It was best this way. He made the extra effort and 

touched the man. He grasped the man's ankle and pulled himself up along the body 

until he reached the head. The man screamed and clawed frantically, like a 

drowning swimmer. The screaming filled the universe. 

One way or the other, thought Hollis. The moon or Earth or meteors will kill 

him, so why not now? 

He smashed the man's glass mask with his iron fist. The screaming stopped. 

He pushed off from the body and let it spin away on its own course, falling. 
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  "The man was almost at his fingertips, screaming insanely", 

       , 

 «  »  «   »,   

 ,     . 

   «   »,     

       ,  

          

     «    ». 

          

  ,        

       

  "ankle"  « »  « », 

      .  ,  

  ,       , 

  ,      

    . 

One way or the other, thought Hollis. The moon or Earth or meteors will kill 

him, so why not now? 

He smashed the man's glass mask with his iron fist. The screaming stopped. 

He pushed off from the body and let it spin away on its own course, falling. 

«   , –  Х . –  ,  ,  

  ,  ?»      

  .  . Х    , 

   ,     . 

(   ).   
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 "so why not now",  «  »,    

         

   . 

 «  »   «   »,  

   ,      

« »      .    

        

     . 

Falling, falling down space Hollis and the rest of them went in the long, 

endless dropping and whirling of silence. 

, ,   , Х      

,      . (   
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 Х  ,   ,      
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) 

   "went in the long, endless dropping"    

    «  » – 

        

,       

    . 

      

       « »,    

      "silence",     

,      .  
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"Hollis, you still there?" 

Hollis did not speak, but felt the rush of heat in his face. 

"This is Applegate again." 

"All right, Applegate." 

"Let's talk. We haven't anything else to do." 

The captain cut in. "That's enough of that. We've got to figure a way out of 

this." 

"Captain, why don't you shut up?" said Applegate. 

"What!" 

"You heard me, Captain. Don't pull your rank on me, you're ten thousand 

miles away by now, and let's s not kid ourselves. As Stimson puts it, it's a long way 

down." 

"See here, Applegate!""Can it. This is a mutiny of one. I haven't a damn 

thing to lose. Your ship was a bad ship and you were a bad captain and I hope you 

break when you hit the Moon." 

"I'm ordering you to stop!" 

"Go on, order me again." Applegate smiled across ten thousand miles. The 

captain was silent. Applegate continued, "Where were we, Hollis? Oh yes, I 

remember. I hate you too. But you know that. You've known it for a long time." 

Hollis clenched his fists, helplessly. 

– Х ,   ? 

Х  ,  ,     . 

–   . 

–   , ? 

– ,  .     . 

 : 

– .   –  . 



54  

– , ,   , ? –  . 

– ? 

– ,  .     ,     

 ,        .   

 :     . 

– ! 

– , .   .   ,  

.    ,     ,  

 ,     ,    . 

–   ! 

– , , . –     

 .  .  : –     

, Х ? , .       .  

     .  . Х    . (  

 ).   

– Х ,   ? 

Х   ,     . 

–   , . 

– . 

–  .    .   : 

–  .  ,   . 

–  ,  , ? –  . 

– - ? 

–    , .     

  ,        ,   

 .   ,   . 

– , ! 

–  .   .   ,  . 

    ,     ,   

   ,    . 



55  

–   ! 

–  . –      . 

 . –  , ,  , Х ? –  

. – , , .    .      . 

-  . Х    . (  

 ) 
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  "all right Applegate",  « »,   
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in"    ,     . 
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   . 

  "Go on, order me again"     

 "again",   « ё ». 

A meteor flashed by. Hollis looked down and his left hand was gone. Blood 

spurted. Suddenly there was no air in his suit He had enough air in his lungs to 

move his right hand over and twist a knob at his left elbow, tightening the joint and 

sealing the leak. It had happened so quickly that he was not surprised. Nothing 

surprised him any more. The air in the suit came back to normal in an instant now 

that the leak was sealed. And the blood that had flowed so swiftly was pressured as 

he fastened the knob yet tighter, until it made a tourniquet. 

All of this took place in a terrible silence on his part. And the other men 

chatted. That one man, Lespere, went on and on with his talk about his wife on 

Mars, his wife on Venus, his wife on Jupiter, his money, his wondrous times, his 

drunkenness, his gambling, his happiness. On and on, while they all fell. Lespere 

reminisced on the past, happy, while he fell to his death. 
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    "Lespere",   « », 

  ,      

  « » 

"No." And he was not. The abstraction has returned and he was a thing of 

dull concrete, forever falling nowhere. 
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 And it was not. It was gone. When life is over it is like a flicker of bright 

film, an instant on the screen, all of its prejudices and passions condensed and 

illumined for an instant on space, and before you could cry out, "There was a 

happy day, there a bad one, there an evil face, there a good one," the film burned 

to a cinder, the screen went dark. 

«  .   .   ,   

 ,    ;      

      ,     

 : "    ,   ,   

,   ", –    ,   .» (   

).   

«      .   .   , 

   ,   , –  ,  
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  "like a flicker of bright film",    
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.         – 

«   »,      

    "all of its prejudices and passions condensed 

and illumined for an instant on space",     ,   

          

    ,       

   – «       

  ». 

«    »     , 

        

"burned to a cinder".       

  «    ».    

          

. 

He was being mean. He felt the meanness, the senseless meanness of dying. 

Applegate had hurt him; now he wanted to hurt another. Applegate and space had 

both wounded him. 

 .     ,   

.   ,     -  

.    -       . (   

).   

  .  ,   ,   

 – .    ,     

 .    –    . (  
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     "dying",  « »,   

,         , 

,       ,    .  

      "had hurt",  

    « »,     

   «   »,    

       . 

It was, of course, ridiculous. Only a minute before he had been giving advice 

to others, to Stimson; he had felt a braveness which he had thought to be the 

genuine thing, and now he knew that it had been nothing but shock and the 

objectivity possible in shock. Now he was trying to pack a lifetime of suppressed 

emotion into an interval of minutes. 

  , .     , , 

   ,     ,    -

   – ,   .    

    ,    . 

(   ).   

,   .       

  , ;      

,  ,    ,   ,  

   ,  .       

    ,     

 . (   ) 

       «  

»   « » – "he had felt a braveness which he had thought to 

be the genuine thing",    ,    

«    »,     

 «     ».   
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. 

But he knew he was rationalizing, for it was like trying to tell the difference 

between a live man and a corpse. There was a spark in one, and not in the other - 

an aura, a mysterious element. 
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   ,        

  «  »,    . 

ё        

«   » / «    ». 

The two men sat swaying side by side, unspeaking for the long while it took 

for the train to move through cold December twilight, pausing at one country 

station after another. As the twelfth depot was left behind, the older of the two men 

muttered, "Idiot, Idiot!" under his breath. 

"What?" The younger man glanced up from his Times. 

The old man nodded bleakly. "Did you see that damn fool rush off just now, 
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stumbling after that woman who smelled of Chanel?" 
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     , , , 

  ,     . 

"Oh, her?" The young man looked as if he could not decide whether to laugh 

or be depressed. "I followed her off the train once myself." 

The old man snorted and closed his eyes. "I too, five years ago." 

The young man stared at his companion as if he had found a friend in a most 

unlikely spot. 

– - ,   ... – ,     
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       – "he had found a 

friend in a most unlikely spot?",   «    ?»,  

         

 . 

"Did – did the same thing happen once you reached the end of the 

platform?" 

"Perhaps. Go on." 

"Well, I was twenty feet behind her and closing up fast when her husband 

drove into the station with a carload of kids! Bang! The car door slammed. I saw 

her Cheshire-cat smile as she drove away. I waited half an hour, chilled to the 

bone, for another train. It taught me something, by God!" 

–  ...      ,  ...   
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"Stimson, take it easy; we're all in the same fix." 

"I don't want to be here. I want to be somewhere else." 

– ,    ,    . 

–    .  ,   .» (   

).   
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"I want to be somewhere else" ,       

   - ,    «  

   » –  «  , »   

       ,    
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 »   , ,  ,  

   ,    . 

Falling, falling down space Hollis and the rest of them went in the long, 

endless dropping and whirling of silence. 
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"Hollis, you still there?" 

Hollis did not speak, but felt the rush of heat in his face. 

"This is Applegate again." 

"All right, Applegate." 

"Let's talk. We haven't anything else to do." 

The captain cut in. "That's enough of that. We've got to figure a way out of 

this." 

"Captain, why don't you shut up?" said Applegate. 

"What!" 

"You heard me, Captain. Don't pull your rank on me, you're ten thousand 

miles away by now, and let's s not kid ourselves. As Stimson puts it, it's a long way 

down." 

"See here, Applegate!""Can it. This is a mutiny of one. I haven't a damn 

thing to lose. Your ship was a bad ship and you were a bad captain and I hope you 

break when you hit the Moon." 

"I'm ordering you to stop!" 

"Go on, order me again." Applegate smiled across ten thousand miles. The 

captain was silent. Applegate continued, "Where were we, Hollis? Oh yes, I 

remember. I hate you too. But you know that. You've known it for a long time." 

Hollis clenched his fists, helplessly. 
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   "let's s not kid ourselves",   
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,  "Where were we"     

    .   ,  , 

          – 

«     ». 

All of this took place in a terrible silence on his part. And the other men 

chatted. That one man, Lespere, went on and on with his talk about his wife on 

Mars, his wife on Venus, his wife on Jupiter, his money, his wondrous times, his 

drunkenness, his gambling, his happiness. On and on, while they all fell. Lespere 

reminisced on the past, happy, while he fell to his death. 
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"All of this took place in a terrible silence on his part"   «    
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     "went on and on with his talk",  «  

 », "his money",  «    »,  "his wondrous times", 

 «      », "on and on, while they all fell", 

 «  ,       ».   

     «  ».  

        

 ,  : «  », « ». 
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"Because I got my thoughts, I remember!" cried Lespere, far away, 

indignant, holding his memories to his chest with both hands. 
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But he knew he was rationalizing, for it was like trying to tell the difference 

between a live man and a corpse. There was a spark in one, and not in the other - 

an aura, a mysterious element. 
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The two men sat swaying side by side, unspeaking for the long while it took 

for the train to move through cold December twilight, pausing at one country 

station after another. As the twelfth depot was left behind, the older of the two men 

muttered, "Idiot, Idiot!" under his breath. 

"What?" The younger man glanced up from his Times. 

The old man nodded bleakly. "Did you see that damn fool rush off just now, 

stumbling after that woman who smelled of Chanel?" 

       ,   
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"Did – did the same thing happen once you reached the end of the 

platform?" 

"Perhaps. Go on." 

"Well, I was twenty feet behind her and closing up fast when her husband 

drove into the station with a carload of kids! Bang! The car door slammed. I saw 

her Cheshire-cat smile as she drove away. I waited half an hour, chilled to the 

bone, for another train. It taught me something, by God!" 
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