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Abstract. This article discusses the features of the emergence and strengthening of social
ties in the studies of Russian scientists and their foreign colleagues. The main emphasis
is made on the research studying these processes in the modern information environment.
For a complete insight of the issue, the concepts of “social ties” and “information
environment”, as well as their featuring in monographs and scientific articles are studied
in the article. The article summarises domestic and foreign studies in this area regarding
migrants and indigenous peoples. The features of the formation of social ties with relatives
living remotely and fellow countrymen living in the same environment are specified. The
features of expanding social ties through mobile phones and Internet communications are
emphasised.
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Introduction

The issue of social ties and interactions
has always been of specific interested to so-
ciology. Today this interest is actualised by
the transformation of society into a complex
dynamic system with numerous forms of inter-
action between people, a greater speed of these
interactions and a greater remoteness.

Every year, the influence of the informa-
tion environment on modern society is more
and more intensified. Scientists specialising in
various fields, such as cultural scientists, so-
ciologists, computer scientists, and physicists
start studying this phenomenon. Studies in this
area reveal the essence of the modern informa-
tion environment, as well as its impact on soci-
ety as a whole.

In the framework of the research con-
ducted in the territory of Krasnoyarsk Krai,
the study of social ties formation among the
indigenous peoples of the North is considered
significant and relevant. The modern scientif-
ic literature presents a wide range of research
related to the study of various aspects of the
life and culture of indigenous peoples, each
of which plays an important role in maintain-
ing ethnic identity. It may be noted that the
constructivist approach proposed by a Norwe-
gian researcher F. Bart (2006) and developed
by V.A. Tishkov (1994) and L.M. Drobizhe-
va (2013) in domestic science, is relevant in
modern ethnography. Studies related to the
situation of indigenous peoples in the context
of global transformations are currently rele-
vant in the field of cultural anthropology in
other countries. M. Blaser, Harvey A. Feit and
G. McRae (2004) study how changes affect
indigenous peoples’ lifestyles, as well as of-
fer projects for their development. B.L. Hall,
G.J.S. Dei and D.G. Rosenberg (2000) study
cultural knowledge of indigenous peoples re-
garding daily realities of life. There is a dis-
cussion of contemporary political and legal
conflicts between tribal peoples and nation
states and efforts to preserve the culture of
indigenous peoples in the context of globali-
sation (Coates, Coates, 2004).

Research activity on the study of indig-
enous peoples living in the territory of Kras-
noyarsk Krai is carried out by the scientists of

Siberian Federal University. There are studies
on the issues of global transformations and
their influence on the indigenous peoples of
the north of Krasnoyarsk Krai (Amosova et
al., 2019; Seredkina, Strucheva, 2018; Kopt-
seva, 2014, 2017; Koptseva, Reznikova, 2015;
Zamaraeva et al., 2019; Zamaraeva, Sergeeva,
Fil’ko, 2018; Kolesnik et al, 2018; Sitnikova,
2018; Kistova et al., 2018).

Social ties and their formation

Supporters of network theory and network
analysis make a significant contribution to the
study of social ties. Researchers note the pres-
ence of two main approaches in network theo-
ry: “cultural” (“relational sociology”) present-
ed by the studies of H. White (2008), and the
“actor-network” theory by B. Latour (2011) and
M. Callon (1999).

In the modern concept of social ties, the
concept of “social action” is a central one. So-
cial action is an elementary unit of interaction.
This concept correlates with the constructiv-
ist approach in ethnography, which describes
ethnicity through the construction of interac-
tions (Bart, 2006; Tishkov, 1994; Drobizheva,
2013). Relational sociology considers action
from the point of view of the intersubjective
context of relationships, which includes a sin-
gle action. Structures arise from relationships
and interactions. The actor-network theory
(ANT), based on its name, combines actor and
network into a single whole. It suggests that
new forms of relationships of an individual
with others arise due to the increasing role
of non-human objects in a knowledge-based
society and consumer culture, as well as the
changing nature of objects in the structure of
personality.

Social ties consist of such elements as:
subjects of ties (two or more people); the object
of ties based on which ties are established; the
mechanism of conscious regulation of the rela-
tionship between the subjects of ties.

There are following types of social ties:

1) social contacts — common ties between
individuals, usually superficial; social contacts
can be single (sporadic) or regular;

2) social actions — targeted actions aimed
at other people;
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3) social interactions — systematic inter-
dependent people’s actions in relation to each
other;

4) social relationships — stable ties be-
tween people or groups of people, practiced
over a long period of time in accordance with
the norms of behaviour accepted in society,
as well as the system of social roles and sta-
tuses.

M. Granovetter (2009) emphasises the im-
portance of studying social ties and networks.
He divides social ties into strong (between an
individual and his/her closest environment),
weak (between an individual and his/her ac-
quaintances) and absent ones (in the situation
of absence of any relationships and their insig-
nificance).

Information environment

The information space is vast, as it comes
to an individual from various sources. It is
valuable and efficient only if it is adopted by
a person and transformed into knowledge. The
“information environment” is seen as a part of
the information space, as well as a complex of
conditions in which human activity is carried
out.

Studying this phenomenon V.I. Vernadsky
(Vernadsky, 1989; Sokolov, 2013) said the fol-
lowing: “Radiations of different wavelengths
are around us, in us, everywhere, continuously
changing, coinciding and colliding without in-
terruption ... All space is filled with them”.

And indeed, the information environment
formed around a person is diverse, heteroge-
neous and individually perceived by every per-
son. The information boom that was intensified
in the era of post-industrial society has led to a
qualitatively new perception of the information
space as a whole. As a result, the reality sur-
rounding us is radically changing — new con-
ditions for cultural exchange and interaction
appear.

Currently, every modern person can si-
multaneously exist in several information
spaces at the same time. But the personal in-
formation field of an individual is formed at the
intersection of these spaces. There are different
daily impacts on the formation of an individual
information environment: the development of

technical means and technologies, new eco-
nomic conditions, etc. Communication net-
works, television and computer technologies
are rapidly developing.

In Russian science, the concept of the in-
formation environment was actively developed
by Yu.A. Shreider. In his opinion, the informa-
tion environment is the environment “where
research and development, technical and engi-
neering activities, as well as planning and man-
agement of science and technology take place”
(Shreider, 2008). The concept itself arose as
a result of perception of “the common nature
of the information phenomenon, manifested
in the forms of existence, processing, storage
and dissemination of scientific and technical
information” (Shreider, 2008). The information
environment is an infermediary in communi-
cation.

Contemporary information environment
is a flow where information and physical means
necessary for its functioning, support and de-
velopment are distributed.

The information society has the following
characteristics:

1) The increasing role of information in
the life of a person and society as a whole, as
well as its transformation into an economic fac-
tor of development;

2) The merger of various communication
methods;

3) Focus on technologies contributing to
high-quality information processing;

4) development of a person’s creative po-
tential, as well as the continuity of his/her cul-
ture.

For better understanding of the phenome-
non of “modern information environment” it is
necessary to turn to the authors who define it
from different cultural positions.

Thus, according to L.A. Pronina, “the in-
formation environment is a part of the informa-
tion space, the nearest to an individual external
environment, the totality of the conditions in
which his/her activities take place” (Pronina,
2009).

M.A. Smirnov, in turn, says that the mod-
ern information environment is “a set of infor-
mational conditions for a person’s existence”
(Smirnov, 2001).
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Having studied this aspect, T.F. Beresto-
va sees it as “a form of interaction of subjects
with each other and with information objects in
order to create information and provide condi-
tions for its use” (Berestova, 2016).

The modern information environment is
a product of society with a predominance of
mass culture and communication, and their
clash occurs through the use of mass com-
munication. It gives rise to its own analogues
of reality, its own virtual world where tra-
ditional reality is partially distorted. By
changing the social reality of a person, the
information environment makes adjustments
to his nature.

Considering the modern information envi-
ronment through the prism of general regular-
ities and patterns, it is possible to distinguish
the following: firstly, due to globalisation, it is
constantly increasing, capturing new spheres
of human life; secondly, having a huge impact
on a modern person’ life, it reflects the main
forms of social relations between people in its
resources; thirdly, it is able to create its own
reality, its own digital world.

The modern information environment acts
as the habitat of information and is a multi-lev-
el formation, consisting of individual charac-
teristics of each person, public opinion and
mass media.

Some Russian scientists consider the in-
formation environment as an environment of
network virtual interaction, with an automat-
ed information system as its technological ba-
sis (Krevskii et al., 2014; Maksimov, 2009).
The information environment is also assessed
in terms of the current state of television and
the Internet as types of mass media (Nazarov,
Kovalev, 2014).

K.A. Kalyuzhnyi defines the information
environment as “the anthropogenic part of the
space where subjects and objects of informa-
tion processes, supported by the information
infrastructure and related to the search, pro-
cessing and storage of information and knowl-
edge interact and self-organise” (Kalyuzhnyi,
2015). He also highlights such features of the
information environment as openness, poly-
morphism, excessiveness, anthropogenicity
and irreversibility.

A.D. Elyakov notes that in a narrow sense,
the concept of “information environment” re-
flects the information processes existing in
a society (Elyakov, 2012). The modern infor-
mation environment is mainly determined by
circulating and stored messages, information,
knowledge and, above all, the latest scientific
technologies (super-personal computers, tele-
communication systems, satellite and cellular
communications, databases, the Internet, etc.),
as well as skilled people (electronic engineers,
programmers, Internet users, etc.).

Mechanisms for the social ties formation
in the information environment

It can be noted that studies of social net-
works created both in real and in virtual space
are relevant both in Russian and foreign prac-
tice (Valitov, 2000; Whillans, 2016; Wu, Li,
Evans, 2018).

Researchers note the development of arti-
ficial communications, transport and contacts,
as well as methods for recording, storing and
processing data (Izmailov, Poizner, 2012).
D.B. Damskii and N.I. Koloskova (2018) note
the impact of technology on social ties. They
claim that technology eliminates the simplest
ties between people, but greatly increases the
quantitative indicator of social interaction and
social relationships. Modern means of com-
munication connect people at a great distance
and give an opportunity to build relationships
in constant communication with a partner.
A. Groh (2016) considers the impact of mobile
communications on indigenous peoples’ ties.
He notes an increase in the number of commu-
nications with relatives. At the same time, he
notes the use of the native language to maintain
such communications.

Classical interactionism, role theories and
reference group theories state that an individu-
al’s behaviour is determined by three main fac-
tors — personality structure, role and reference
group.

In case of social ties construction by rep-
resentatives of dispersed living groups, such
studies mainly relate to the consideration and
identification of mechanisms for forming ties
among migrants. N.L. Antonova (2016) consid-
ers foreign students studying at Ural Federal
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University. The author distinguishes the follow-
ing main groups of ties which form the basis for
social networks of migrants: educational activ-
ities (which connect foreign students, Russian
students, faculty and organisational structures
of the university which activities are associated
with the educational process of migrants); dai-
ly activities (communication with fellow coun-
trymen living in a hostel and supporting eth-
nic practices, as well as with external actors:
bus conductors, shop assistants, medical staff,
etc.); family ties (communication with those
who stayed at home through email and social
networks). S. Koelet, C. Van Mol and H.A. De
Valk (2017) study social networks of Europe-
an migrants with partners in Belgium and the
Netherlands. They noted that over a period of
time, the composition of social ties among such
migrants changes. The number of contacts in
the place of stay increases, and what is typical,
the contacts are established either with fellow
countrymen or with migrants in a similar sit-
uation. At the same time, ties with friends at
home are weakened.

LW.A. Wirawan (2018) considers the ba-
sics of building informal cultural ties between
the Balinese ethnic community and the Sasak
ethnic community in Mataram, West Nusa
Tenggara province. As a result of the study,
it was found that there are four factors of in-
fluence: cultural contact between the Balinese
ethnic and Sasak ethnic communities during
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Cubupckuii pedepanvrulil yHUSepcumem
Poccuiickaa @edepayus, Kpacnoapck

AHHOTanms. B 1aHHOM cTaThe paccMaTpuBacTCsa OTPAKEHUE 0COOCHHOCTEH BO3HUKHO-
BEHHS U 3aKPEIUICHUS COITHATIBHBIX CBA3EH B pab0Tax pOCCUHCKUX YUCHBIX U 3apyOe:KHBIX
koyier. OCHOBHOM aKLEHT JIEJIaeTCsl Ha MCCIIEN0BAHUAX IIPOTEKAHUS JJAHHBIX IIPOLIECCOB
B COBPEMECHHON MH(OPMAIMOHHOI cpeze. s MOIHOTo MOHMMAaHUS BOIIPOCa B CTaThe
pa3duparoTCs MOHATUS «COLUAIBHBIC CBSI3H» U «MH(OPMAIIMOHHAS CPEay, a TAaKXKe UX
OTpa)KCHUE B MOHOTpa(usIX U HAyUHBIX cTaTbsixX. OO0OIIAIOTCS OTEUECTBCHHBIE U 3apy-
OeXHbIe HCCIIEIOBAaHMS B JaHHOM 00NAacTH KacaTelbHO MUTPAHTOB U IPEACTaBHTENECH
KOPECHHBIX MaJIOYUCIICHHBIX HapogoB. OTMEUaIOTCsI 0COOEHHOCTH (hOPMHUPOBAHHUS COITH-
aJIbHBIX CBSA3EH C POACTBEHHUKAMMU, IIPOKUBAIOIIUMU OTAAJIECHHO, U 3€MIIIKaMU, IPOXKHU-
BAIOIIMMH B TOH ke cpefie. Briaenstorcesi 0coOCHHOCTH PaCIINpPEHHsI COIMATBHBIX CBSI3eH
MOCPEICTBOM MOOMIIBHBIX TENIC(OHOB M KOMMYHHUKALNII B HHTEPHETE.

KawoueBble ci10Ba: conuanbHbIe CBsI3H, HHOOPMAIIMOHHAS cpeaa, (POPMUPOBAHUE COLTH-
ANBHBIX CBSI3€H, COIIMATBHBIC CBS3H MUTPAHTOB, COIIMABHBIC CBS3H B HH(POPMAIIMOHHON
cpene.
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