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The article presents an attempt of a comprehensive research of the prerequisites and initial
stage of introduction of Edinoverie in the territory of the Ural Cossack Host, based on the
published and unpublished sources. It discloses some information on the initial stage of the
development of Edinoverie in the territory of the Don Host, where governmental activity was
not as radical, which, to a certain extent, may be explained with a more positive attitude of the
local Cossacks to the official authorities. The establishment of Edinoverie for all the churches
and parishes of the Ural Cossack Host was just an act of formal recognition of the Edinoverie,
or a “edinoverie religious” practice existing in the Host before. Throughout the first half
of the 19th century, the Ural Old Believer Cossacks went both to the Old-Rite Chapel of
Dormition in Uralsk and Edinoverie churches, where, as before, the services were conducted
in accordance with the old books and Old Belief rites. Therefore, it may be concluded that
introduction of Edinoverie in the territory of the Ural Cossack Host was just an act of the
formal conversion for the major part of Old Believers, while the actual conversions began
closer to the 1840-s.
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Introduction

The studies of Old Belief and Edinoverie in the territory of the Ural (Yaik) Cossacks
go back to the second half of the 19" century. In the scientific community, the problem
was first set by P.I. Mel’nikov in his “Essays of Popovshchina” (Mel’nikov, 1976: 330—
331, 396). The problem of Edinoverie in the South Ural expansion was also studied by
such authors of the pre-Revolution period as V.N. Vitevskiy (Vitevskiy, 1877, 1878)
and N.M. Chernavskiy (Chernavskiy, 1899, 1900, 1903). In the Soviet and post-Soviet
times, the topic of Edinoverie in the Ural Cossack Host was almost missed out by
researchers. Indirectly, the problem of priesthood and expansion of Edinoverie was
mentioned in the works by N.N. Pokrovskiy (Pokrovskiy, 1974, 2005) and V.1. Baydin
(Baydin, 1983, 1995: 32—46). In the monograph “Edinoverie in the Mid-18"— Early 20"
Centuries: All-Russian Context and Regional Specificity” by A.S. Palkin, the section
on establishment of Edinoverie in the Urals presents the specificity of the Central Urals,
while almost nothing is mentioned about the South Ural territories (Palkin, 2016: 104—
111). Therefore, at the present moment, there are no special researches dedicated to
the history of the primary stage of Edinoverie expansion in the territory of the Ural
Cossack Host. Without studies of this question, it is impossible to research Edinoverie
as a religious, cultural, social, and political phenomenon, or the religious world outlook

of the local Cossack population.

Problem setting

By the end of the 18™ century, the Old Believers faced the problem of search for
clergy. It was known that the first attempts to solve the question were made by the Old
Believers back in the second quarter of the 18" century (Pokrovskiy, 1974: 67-77).
Together with that, during the reign of Elizabeth Petrovna, the country held a course
for gradual improvement of the relationships with the Old Believers'. In 1800, the
search for compromise from both sides resulted in establishment of Edinoverie as a
way of incorporating Old Believers into the official church. The rules of conversion to
Edinoverie were formulated by Plato (Levshin), Metropolitan of Moscow. Edinovertsy
retained their pre-Nikonian service books and rites, though obeyed to the local diocesan
administration, and the priests for the churches were ordained by the ruling archbishop.

This way, Old Believers could acquire a clergy rank, and the state found a way to keep

1

Speranskiy, M.M. (ed.) (1830). Polnoe sobranie zakonov Rossiyskoy imperii. Sobranie I [ The complete Collec-
tion of Laws of the Russian Empire. Collection I]. Tip. I Otdeleniia Sobstvennoy lego Imperatorskogo Velich-
estva Kantseliarii, Vol. 14. No. 10.284, 10.619, 10.889; Vol. 15. No. 11.179, 11.265.
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record of the population and to collect taxes. The establishment of Edinoverie split the
“Old Belief world” into those who accepted the compromise with the authorities and
those who did not (Lysogorskiy, 1915: 120).

As for the local specificity, the residents of the Ural (Yaik) Host faced an acute
problem of churches and clergymen’s deficit back in the early 18" century. The Cossacks
repeatedly asked for permission to build some churches'. As a result, the Decree of
June 10, 1734 allowed them to build prayer houses outside the outposts. Only in 1808,
it was allowed to erect chapels under to the same conditions’. The same problem
bothered the Cossacks of the Don Host. But the latter, besides the church construction
permit, wished get church hierarchy from the local consistory. In the late 18" — early
19" century, the Don Cossacks requested permission to construct some churches in
Cherkassk and Cossack villages Pyatiizbenskaya, Verkhne-Chirskaya, Verkhne-
Kargalskaya and Kamyshevskaya (Lysogorskiy, 1915: 106, 111, 112, 114). In 1800, the
local Cossacks managed to get a permission to establish an Old Belief monastery in an
allotment in yurt Pyatiizbenskaya, in the Grushevy gully. It was supposed to be built
by monk Yefimiy from the Old Belief Irgiz Monastery of Resurrection for the Don
oblates, who returned from the monastery for the reason of elderly age. The monastery
was planned to be financed “from donations of sponsors’. However, the expectations
of both Don and Ural Old Believers were not satisfied. Perhaps, the authorities feared
possible conversion of the newly arranged churches back to the Old Belief. The remote
locations of the Cossack residences from the diocesan administration limited the
possibility of controlling the service conductors in the churches. The popularity of the
Old Belief in the territories of both Hosts and constant contacts of the Don Cossacks
with the Starodub runaway priests and of the Ural Cossacks with the Irgiz ones, as well
as the unsuccessful attempts of forcing the population to join the official church made
in the late 17" — mid 18" century, were the reasons why the Voronezh and Kazan
Spiritual Consistories preferred to seek compromise with the Cossacks. An important
role in the process was played by the local population. The state was interested in the
presence of powerful and loyal military formations in the border areas, while the active
anti-Old Belief measures could provoke civil disturbances. As a result, even before
the official establishment of Edinoverie, in the year 1785 the Don Host was allowed to

utilize old service books and follow the old rites in the official Orthodox churches; very

' GAOO. Fund 172. Inv. 3. File 206. Sh. 1-2 turn; File 442; File 476; File 616. Sh. 1 turn.
2 GAOQO. Fund. 172. Inv. 3. File 206. Sh. 1 turn, 2 turn.
3 RGADA. Fund 7. Inv. 2. File 3520. Sh. 2, 3, 4 turn.
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soon, the same privileges were given to the Ural Cossacks (Lysogorskiy, 1915: 42, 65;
Chernavskiy, 1900: 171-172).

Discussion

To analyse the next events, it is necessary to address the prerequisites of
establishment of Edinoverie in the territory of the Ural Cossack Host. After the church
reform of Patriarch Nikon, the Yaik Cossacks did not accept the corrected books and
the priests who conducted services under the new rites. As a result, the priests of Yaik,
and since 1775 — the priests of the Ural officially recognized Orthodox churches,
utilized the old books and followed the old rites in their services. The Cossacks elected
future priests themselves and sent them to the local spiritual consistory for ordination.
This situation raised dissatisfaction of the local church administration. Nevertheless,
the right to nominate the candidates for the clergy positions was one of the privileges
of the Yaik (Ural) Host, as proven by the Decree of September 12, 1755'.

This way, in the territory of residence of the Yaik (Ural) Cossacks, “Edinoverie”
had been actually practiced even before it was officially established. The fact that the
churches officially belonged to Orthodox Christianity, enabled the central authorities
and their local representatives to officially register their parishes as official church
supporters, while the major part of the population still held on to the Old Belief. The
censuses of Old Believers carried out by the Kazan Diocese in the middle-second half
of the 18" century (at that moment, the scope of the Diocese covered the territory of
the Yaik Host, except for Guryev Town) are very illustrative for this research. The
documents provide information on the Old Believers of the Kazan Province, while the
pages allocated to the Orenburg Province are left blank. The territory of the Yaik Host
is not mentioned at all®. It is most likely that the census among the Yaik and Orenburg
Cossacks was not held at all.

Despite the Order of June 21, 1768, prohibiting Old Believers to build chapels and
churches’, after the rebellion led by E.I. Pugachev, the Old Belief Chapel of Dormition
was opened in Uralsk (Vitevskiy, 1878: 16—17). In such comfortable conditions for

Old Believers, the Ural Cossacks did not have a need for conversion into Edinoverie.

! Speranskiy, M.M. (ed.) (1830). Polnoe sobranie zakonov Rossiyskoy imperii. Sobranie I [The complete Collec-
tion of Laws of the Russian Empire. Collection I]. Tip. I Otdeleniia Sobstvennoy lego Imperatorskogo Velich-
estva Kantseliarii, Vol. 14. No. 10.460.

2 RGADA. Fund 288. Inv. 1. File 288; File 817. Sh. 125-126, 128, 205.

3 Sobranie postanovieniy po chasti raskola [Collection of Rulings on the Split] (1875). Saint-Petersburg: Tip.
M-va vnutrennikh del, 2-3.
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So the government make this step, unprecedented in the history of Edinoverie, and
convert all seven officially Orthodox churches of the Ural Host to Edinoverie. As a
result, three churches in Uralsk: Archangel Michael Cathedral, Kazanskaya Church,
Petropavlovskaya Church; Nikolaevskaya Church in Guryev, Floro-Lavrskaya Church
in Kalmykovsky Outpost, Presentation Church in Ilek, Kazanskaya Church in
Sakmarsky Town changed their status. We do not know the exact time of assignment
of the new statuses to the parishes. In the research by Chernavskiy, the listed churches
are mentioned as belonging to Edinoverie even in the year 1800 (Chernavskiy, 1900:
276). Pamiatnik kazach’ey stariny (“Memory of the Cossack Past”) by A.B. Karpov
states that the conversion years were 1803—1804 (Karpov, 1992: 59). To our mind, the
conversion of churches within the same year when Edinoverie was legally established
was hardly likely. The history of Russian Orthodox Church knows only one similar
situation. In Romanovo-Borisoglebsk town, Archangel Orthodox Church was converted
into Edinoverie in the year 1855 (Mizerov, 1883: 154). The status of Edinoverie churches
to the Ural Cossack Host parishes served as the final official acknowledgement of the
existing practice of service under the old books and rites at the Orthodox temples. The
conversion was the evidence of unfruitfulness of all the attempts made by the central
and local spiritual and secular authorities to get over Old Belief in the territory of the
Host in the late 17" — late 18™ centuries. The Ural Cossacks were registered in the
parishes of the local churches and the Old Belief Chapel of Dormition (Romaniuk,
2018: 307-313). After the churches were converted, the Cossacks of the Ural Host
were also formally converted from Orthodox Christianity to Edinoverie, though still
remaining Old Believers.

The Old Belief Chapel of Dormition became an alternative to the enforced
Edinoverie for the Host. Their unwillingness to join the official church was also proved
by the multiple attempts of the local Old Believers to achieve the construction of some
Old Belief churches. In 1831, the Old Believers expressed a desire to transform the
Chapel of Dormition into an Old Belief church, that would be operated by the Host,
not the diocesan administration'. The request was not satisfied, and in 1842 the Chapel
was remade into an Edinoverie church (Romaniuk, 2018: 311-312). The residents of
Sakmarskaya Cossack Village went even farther than the Uralsk Cossacks. In 1845,
they requested Kazanskaya Edinoverie Church to be renamed into the Old Belief

Church, which was rejected?. The Don Cossacks were struggling for the same. Their

' GAOO. Fund 173. Inv. 2. File 2746. Sh. 2-4.
2 GAOO. Fund 173. Inv. 4. File. 8030. Sh. 1-3, 21.
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attempts to build an Old Belief chapel that would be “beyond control of the diocesan
administration and the host commandment” in Cherkassk were also unsuccessful.
As stated in the document, the Don Cossacks “were impossible to incorporate (into
the official church — T.R.), they would still follow their ideas™'. The first Edinoverie
Church of Alexander Nevsky in the territory of the Don Host was built in 1840 in
Verkhne-Kargopolskaya Village. Only after that, the local Cossacks started their
conversion into Edinoverie (Lysogorskiy, 1915: 145, 191). It should be noted, that for
the rites the local Cossacks would address the Orthodox priests. Besides, the Don
Cossacks were much more friendly to the representatives of the secular and spiritual
authorities than the Ural Cossacks, which also explains the mild religious policy of the

state in the region and the late emergency of the first Edinoverie church.

Conclusion

Just like for a large share of the Don Host, for the Cossacks of the Ural Host Old
Belief was an integral part of their social and political life. Their willingness to keep
the traditions and customs of the ancestors manifested itself not only in their lifestyle,
order of service etc., but also in the retention of the old rites. That was also facilitated
by the remote location and relative isolation of the Cossack communities. The Ural
Cossacks’ unwillingness to join Edinoverie is greatly explained with the absence of
need. The Old Belief Chapel of Dormition in Uralsk, the Old Belief Monasteries of
Irgiz, Old Belief Nikolskaya Chapel in Yekaterinburg remained the beglopopovtsy
centres, where the desired rites could be conducted by runaway priests. The hopes for
the gradual actual incorporation of the Ural Host into the official Church, expressed by
the government, did not come true. The Cossacks kept sending their representatives for
ordination, the churches retained the old service books and Old Believer rites, and the
priests did not obey to the diocesan administration. The situation had hardly changed
by the middle of the 19" century?. It can be claimed that the enforcement of Edinoverie

in the territory of the Ural Cossack Host was rather of a formal nature.

Abbreviations
GAOO — Orenburg Oblast State Archive.
RGADA — Russian State Archive of Ancient Documents.

I RGADA. Fund 7. Inv. 2. File 3520. Sh. 6-6 turn.
2 GAOQO. Fund 173. Inv. 4. File. 8030.
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YupexaeHue eTUHHOBEPHUS U HAYAJIbHBIN 3TAI
€ro pacnpocTpaHeHHusl HA TEPPUTOPUM
YpajbCcKoro kazaubero BomMcka
T.C. Pomanwk
Vpanvckuii pedepanvrulii ynusepcumem

um. nepsozo Ilpesuoenma Poccuu b. H. Envyuna
Poccus, 620083, Examepunbype, np. Jlenuna, 51

B cmamve npeonpunumaemcs nonvimka 6cecmoponne2o uccie008anus. Ha 0CHO8e onyoiu-
KOBAHHBIX U HEONYONUKOBAHHBIX UCOYHUKOE NPEONOCHLIOK U HAYAIbHO20 IMANA 66€0eHUs.
eounosepus Ha meppumopuu Ypausckoeo kazauveeo oucka. Ilpusoosmes nekomopwle cee-
O€HUsl 0 HAYAbHOM dMane pacnpocmpaneHus: eourogepus na meppumopuu JJoHcKo2o 60ti-
cKa, eoe 0elicmsus npasumenbemed He Obliu CMoilb PAOUKAILHBLMU, YO MONCHO 68 HEKOMO-
potl cmeneHu 00bACHUMb 60ee NOTbHBIM OMHOUWEHUEM MeCMHbIX KA3AK08 K OQPUYUATbHBIM
gnacmsam. Ilepesoo écex yepkeeu u ux NPUXoNHCan Ypanbckoeo Kazauvbe2o 0UCKA 6 eOUHO-
sepue cma Il QOpMATbHLIM NPUSHAHUEM CYUeCme08asuiell 8 GoLicKe ewe 00 yupeicoe-
HUsl eOUHOBepUsL «eOuHO8epYecKoly npakmuku. Ha npomsoicenuu nepeoui nonosunvt XI1X s.
VpanbCKue Ka3aku-cmapooopsaoyvl npOOOINCAIU 00paAuamscsi 8 Yenenckyo cmapooopsioue-
CKYI0 YACOBHIO 8 YpanbcKe, a maxoice 8 eOUHOBEpYEeCKUe XPAMbl, 20e, KAK U NPeAHcoe, CLYHCU-
JIU N0 CIMAPBIM KHU2AM U 00psioam 0is cmapooopsioyes. Takum o6pazom, MOACHO coeamb
8b1800, UMO 8BEOEHUE HA MEPPUMOPUL YPATbCKO2O KA3aube2o BOUCKA eOUHOBEPUS NPUBETO
MONbKO K YOPMATbHOMY nepexody 3HAYUMENbHOU Yacmu cmapoeepos. B mo epems kax Oeti-
cmeumeJivhble nepexoovl Hauunaromest onudice k 40-m 2e. X1X 6.
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Kniouesvie cnosa: cmapogepue, cmapoobpsduecmso, eounosepue, pyccKas NpasoCiasHAs.
yepkosv, Ypanvckoe xasauve 8ouicko, [lonckoe xasauve goticko, Upauzckue cmapoobpsoue-
CKUe MOHAcmuIpy, YCnencKkas cmapooopsaovecKkas YacosHs.

Hayunas cneyuanonocms: 07.00.02 — omevecmeenuas ucmopusl.




